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HEY, YOU 
MONKEYS! 

YOU BEFORE, 
STAY OFF 
LORD MOUNT- 
BATTEN! 

THAT'S LIKE A BIG 
FAT RULE! 495 



y WHEN my a 
REPAIRS ARE KEPT 
UP, OR THE MAGIC |S 

STRONG UPON ME. _. 
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WHEN THE 
SHRILL, PIERCING 
CLARION OF DUTY 
SOUNDS, THOSE OF A 
HEROIC SOUL HAVE 

NO CHOICE BUT 
TO aes THE 

AND I'VE 
NO ABILITY TO STOP 
IN ONE OF THEM TO ONE 
FETCH YOU BACK INTO, $S7£EP IN EACH 

THE SADDLE. WORLD IS ALL I'M 
ALLOWED. 

FOR THESE 
LANDS ARE THE 

[ STEPPING STONES 
| BETWEEN THE TWO 
\ DISTANT POLES OF 

MY DIVIDED 
NATURE. 

GHITFIRE! tf Z 
WHERE ARE WE : = oo — 

~ NOW? ~ 2 : ; THESE vw 
} . p ae ARE PERILOUS “N 

\ . LANDS WE'RE PASSING 
a, 2 J THROUGH. 

i (ij = i (3 i? : ISN'T OUR Ji ae ) 

we UNDERSTAND2 



ALWAYS TWO, 
WHICH ENCAPSULATES Y |NDECISION. 

THE ETERNAL STRUGGLE CONFLICT. 
FOR BALANCE. THE 
NUMBER OF UN- 

CERTAINTY. 

PRODUCT 
| OFTWO Y\ 
| DISCIPLINES, } 
| SORCERY AND | 
\ THE WATCH- / 

. MAKER'S 

BICKERING 
GODS OF EAST 
AND WEST REST 
\ HIS SOUL). A BACKWARDS 

INTO LIFE. ( 

I'M CURSED TO 
LIVE OPPOSITELY IN 
TWO REALMS. IN THE 
REAL WORLDIMA 
CLEVER TOY. IN THE 
TOY WORLDIMA 
REAL 7/GER. AND 
ALWAYS ONE FOOT 

IN EACH. 

DOESN'T 
THAT GIVE you ¥ 
TWO FEET LEFT , 

BRIGHT 
Boy. NO, T 

WAS SPEAKING 
METAPHORI- 

cage BROTHER AMBROSE 
KNOWS HOW TO TALK 

METALFORK. DOES | 
ALL THE TIME TO MAKE 
ME LOOK DUMB. I ONLY 

KNOW A LITTLE 
SPANISH. 



THIS IS 
A oreaT AND WY 
GLORIOUS 7 

DAY, YOUR 
MAJESTY, 

HOW I’ve 
LO-VGED FoR IT, \ 
WAITING THROUGH Fa 

THE YEARS. 

we 
(EVER cave 

UP HOPE. 

é may IT BE 
were Ties 1s 2 SHE LOOKS LIKE 

DESPAIRED THAT CAN You mommy. 4 

HOPE HAD GIVEN SEE HER? WHAT 

UP ON US. DOES ae 400K 



REGAL! 
{ THE WOR? (Ss 

THOUGHT \y 
SHE'D BE 

‘YOUR NEW SUBJECTS, ¥ 
—t-\ Your HIGHNESS. SOME JN 

a OF US, AT LEAST. 4m 

YA BIG 
IVES! NG FAT IVES! T CAN'T ia 

ee" 



WE SHOULD MOVE STRAIGHT “Oy 
ON TO THE CORONATION AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE, YOUR HIGHNESS, W 
NEED A QUEEWY, AND SO FAR 

YOU'RE STILL OFFICIALLY 
ONLY A PRINCESS. 5 
See 

AFTER YOU 
MAKE ME QUEEN, CAN 

I GO HOME? _¢ 

OROTHYS ARRIVE ~ ReviLED THROUGHOUT EVERY IN A MAGICAL LAND bb : eee WONDROUS LAND. 
| Home, . 

YOU DONT one re: EY YOU DON'T WAIT TO BE A SILLY 
WAIT 0 GO Home STINKING DOROTHY, DO You? THEY'RE 

A 

RIGHT AWAY, DO 
You?2 

DID You 
KNow THe NAME 

(i 

q Lay SE DOROTHY TRANSLATES 
TZ v AS “SQUANDERED 

. ( . OPPORTUNITY"2 

Sols J 
He STAYIVG ) cote 
OR NOT2 _— 



[RELL ne A oe - 

AT THAT Same TIME, f/ j Teh AGG Ay 
FAR AWAY... , Z ~Ab ff SPREAD ~ 6 

ee z OUT, BUT KEEP IN 
\g \STVE yj A SIGHT OF EACH }. 
a ow [Ve i : OTHER. 
VS i \ . , = oe. P y WW ~~ I 

I'VE GOT 
a NO SCENT, THE 

/( SNOW'S 100 NEW To 
TELL IF SHE CAME 

THIS WAY. 

oN iI y ; 
BE ABLE TO PICK CGE S16, BUT ONE | ALWAYS I CAN PROMISE TA/S 
UP HER SCENT IN Z, THING I'VE LEARNED “) HOPE. 
SECONDS. RECENTLY. 

WA 



p WE'LL F/ND ; 
HER, OZMA. I WANDERED 

OFF A DOZEN MILLION B/LL/ON 
TIMES, AND I ALWAYS 
FOUND My WAY HOME 

> AGAIN. p 

- SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, WHERE'S YOUR 

FATHER ? HE SHOULD BE 
HERE HELPING IN THE 

SEARCH. 

Z HE COULD 
DO WITH BUILDING UP 
ALITTLE COMMUNITY 

) CREDIT. 

e— / Pop's BACK PA 2/7 WHO KNOWS? POP'S 
(INHAVEN, GETTING) & ( AN ENIGMA, THAT'S 
THE REST OF HIS FOR SURE. 

STUFF. 

WHAT COULD 
GEPPETTO POSSIBLY A 
HAVE BACK THERE ! 

mz (\ THAT'S WORTH UX SURE AS 
‘ . Be POOP IT'S SOMETHING HE 

THINKS IS V/TAL, THOUGH, 
IT'S HIS WAY. 

, ‘ CLARA TELLS 
7 OHSHIT, NS ME I CAN'T TALK LIKE 
I SAID POOP V Dammit. THAT ANYMORE, IF I EVER 
IN FRONT OF A WANT TO HAVE A REAL 

WHY SHOULD 3 WE SHOULD 
I CARE HOW YOU TALK? CATCH UP WITH THE 

I DON'T CARE HOW YOU PLAN Y YOUTALK YortHERS, yOu'RE ALWAYS 
TO FIND A GIRLFRIEND. NONE , SO MUCH | OPING ALONG, GETTING 

OF MY BUSINESS. WHY ABOUT DUMB AX us BEHIND EVERY- 
D. WOULD IT BE? THINGS. NE. ; 



THIS IS 
MY PALACE? nf) 

ease BUT IT'S a 3 = 
CRUMBLY AND WIT! = , 

BROKEN PARTS. REAL IT’S SOME- 
FAIRY TALE PRINCESSES THING OF A FIXER- 
DON'T HAVE BROKEN- a UPPER, I'LL WARRANT 

. an’ THAT MUCH. BUT IT WILL 
: BEGIN TO CHAIVGE ONCE 

YOU'RE CROWNED AND 
ENTHRONED, 

WAVE AT YOUR , 
SUBJECTS, MAJESTY. \ 4 THANK YOU 

THEY'VE WAITED FOR THIS 1. ALL. 
DAY FOR ALONG TIME. 3 
GIVE THEM SOMETHING 

FOR THEIR DEDICA- 
TION. 

< < os a NS THI AND HERE = ; 

[/ WE ARE. YOUR 4 ISN'T ITZ 

THROWE AWAITS. or 

I'M REALLY 
LET ME TAKE We | ABOUT TO BECOME 

YOUR CORT, four | \ AREAL QUEEN OF A )NOWZ, 

/ WINTER WON'T | 
EVEN BE CROWNED FOR 
YEARS AND YEARS. 



OH, 
THIS THRONE 

IS ABIT 
SPIKEY! 

% 

Say/ MR. WELLSTUFFED, 
WILL YOU STEP UP 
aecah) JOUR 

\- = 
| DP \ 

pies OF PeOvESE: 
TEDDY SAINT IVES, 
OF DARKSLIDE AND 
PUFFBOTTOM DELL. 



BY THE SACRED 
MAINSPRING AND HIS COHORTS, 

WOUND AND WINDING; BY THE FOUR 
COURTS OF THE CARVED, SEWN, GLUED 
AND VACUUM-MOLDED; BY THE AUTHORITY 

\ OF HEFT AND WEAVE; BY THE BATTERIES 
BOTH INCLUDED AND NOT; AND WITH 

SOME ASSEMBLY REQUIRED... 

7 BY THE \ 
/ CONCORD OF THE 
{ BOXED, BAGGED 
\ AND BLISTeR- / 

\ PACKED... 

se Z HEREBY SU 
Y CROWN YOU THERESE \ 

| THE FIRST, UNCONTESTED \ 
f\ QUEEN OF TOYLAND, FAR 

MATAGONIA, AND THE 
WONDROUS SHORE! ~~ 

FURTHERMORE, 
T DECLARE YOU MOWVARCH \= 
EXTRAORDIVARY OF THE 

A “DISCARDIA, WHERESOEVER / 



CONGRATULATIONS, 
YOUR HIGHNESS. 

I HAVEN'T 
HAD ANYTHING TO 
EAT SINCE BREAKFAST 

DAYS AGO. 

a 

ATTENTION 
THE COURT. y, 

HERE Y'G0O, YR 
SPECIALIVESS. 



I TRUST THis NO 
- ne THANK YOU 

( S0 MUCH, mR. J 
IVES. 

o—* 
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AS N OTHER WORLDS, 

GRIM DAY BECOMES 
GRIEF-CLOAKED NIGHT... | 
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YOU RECEIVED 
= NOW, 

WHAT'S THE 
MY CALL. 

NEXT: THE FFORLORN HOPE 



A REVOLUTION 
in 

Chapter Three: 
AT THE END OF 

HIS ROPE 
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writer/creator 
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Todd Klein tetters 
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assistant editor 
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THAT FATEFUL | / | { 

PRINCE OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARIES, | = ee 
WAS HANGED 
FOR TREASON. 

6 

HANGMAN, 
CARRY OUT THE \_ 
SENTENCE OF 

THIS COURT. 4 — 

= 

THE ROPE 
] REFUSED TO 
5] COOPERATE. 



HOW IS IT 
THERE ISN'T A 

DEAD MONKEY 
AT THE END OF 

THIS ROPE? 

DON'T TRY 
TO FIGURE IT OUT! 
JUST RUN FOR IT, 

SWEETIE! 

CAUGHT AGAIN? 
MOVE YOUR ASS, 
YOU SAD SACK OF 
MONKEY-FLAVORED 

Ir 
COULDN'T 

SAY. I TIED 
THAT NOOSE 
MYSELF. 

JUST LIKE 
THE LITTLE GIRL 

PROMISED! 



HAVE A AND You, , 
POKE IN THE EYE, i] TOO, YOU STUFFY ) 

HANGMAN! wea OLD BASTARD! 

you 
HAVE A POKE 

> \ IN THE EYE, 

POWDER OF LIFE 
APPLIED TO THE ROPE IN 

THE WEE HOURS! 

HENMAN | WA rm ati. FEELING ROPE IS f ) 

FROM HUMAN SORT OF MURDERY, © 
BONDAGE! | THOUGH. I GUESS 

| I'M A TRUE HANG- 
MAN'S ROPE BY /f 
. NATURE. 

, WA 

qi 
HUZZAH! 

HOT HID ASEY / Next: 
GIRLFRIEND, OR NX - 2: What about that 

WHAT? er: —<— . nome general who 
wanted to take over 
the revolution? 



“WHEN YOU Have 

a DOZEN OR MORE 

FaBLe WOMEN ALL 

CLaIMING TO Be 

THe FaIReST IN ALL 

THe LAND, IT seems 

ONLY FaiR we 

CReaTe THIS 

series WHERE 

@acH ONe OF THEM 

Has a CHaNce TO 

STRUT HER STUFF 

yAND MaKe HER 
Pe e” 

#4 ON SALE 
MARCH 7, 2012 

FAIREST 
WRITTEN BY BILL WILLINGHAM ~ ART BY PHIL JIMENEZ AND ANDY LANNING 

WRAPAROUND COveR BY ADAM HUGHES 

Batancing horror, humor and adventure, FAIREST is a new monthly series that 

explores the secret histories of Sleeping Beauty, Rapunzel, Cinderella, The Snow 

Queen, Thumbelina, Snow White, Rose Red and many other characters from FABLES. 

Fan-favorite artist Phil Jimenez (WONDER WOMAN, THE INVISIBLES) returns to 

Vertigo to pencil the opening storyline. Award-winning artist Adam Hughes (WONDER 

WOMAN, BATGIRL) provides covers, starting with a wraparound cover on issue #1. 

Future story arcs will be written by 2011 Arthur C. Clarke Award-winner Lauren 

Beukes with art by Inaki Miranda, and iZOMBIE scribe Chris Roberson with art by 

Shawn McManus! J 




